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ABSTRACTS

Functionings, Well-Being, and Capabilities
— Basic Concepts of Amartya Sen’s Normative Economics——
Kotaro Suzumura
(The Institute of Economic Research, Hitotsubashi University)

Amartya Sen’s Normative Economics, which laid the foundations of post-welfaristic economics of
well-being, is based on the three crucial concepts, viz. functionings, well-being, and capabilities. This
paper is meant to clarify the reason behind Sen’s attempted departure from the welfaristic tradition of
normative economics, to illustrate the use and usefulness of his proposed approach in the context of
social security scheme, and to defend him against the harsh criticisms from traditional neoclassical
orthodoxy. It is asserted that Sen’s proposed approach remains a crude skeleton of post-welfaristic

approach, but has opened the gate to an irreversible current of new researches.

Appropriate Technology and Export-oriented Rural Industry
—The Case of Hanamushiro in Meiji Japan—-
Yukihiko Kiyokawa
(The Institute of Economic Research, Hitotsubashi University)

Fumio Makino
(Faculty of Education, Tokyo Gakugei University)

Hanamushiro (the figured rush-mat)soon became one of the Largest Ten exportables of Meiji Japan,
despite that it was a completely new commodity to Japanese society when it was imported from Asian
countries in the beginning of the Meiji era. This paper aims at detecting the dominant factor which
realized such an extremely high growth rate of hanamushiro export during Meiji 20s and the first half
of 30s.

We concluded technological improvements are the most important factor, though the establishments
of the local inspection system and the consularreporting network for foreign market information were
also of significance, since we found the export growth of hanamushiro being strongly connected with
innovation activities through the productivity increase of the industry. Among various technological
improvements, the inventions of treadle nipper-looms and wood-plate pattern making machine were of
the greatest significance. They can be regarded as appropriate technology of the result combined with
advanced fabric-weaving technology. This was one of the secrets by which Japanese hanamushiro

shortly overwhelmed Chinese rush-mat in the U. S. market.

Skill Formation and Information Sharing Under “Shop Sovereignty”
——Examples From 9 Machine-tool Makers——
Hiroyuki Chuma
(Department of Economics, Hitotsubashi University)

It has been frequently asked, especially in Japan, whether or not the current life-long skill formation
system that emphasizes the importance of “shop-specific skills and know-how” could even survive in the
future, or if we need radical reform in this system. The main objective of this paper is to get an answer
to such a question, based on the field work for representative machine-tool makers in Japan. More
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